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Colorado Becomes Sixth State 
To Send Judicial Amendment to Voters 


Colorado became the sixth state in 1961 to 
approve submission of a major judicial amend- 
ment to its voters during the coming months. 
State legislatures in Iowa, Illinois, Nebraska, 
New York and North Carolina had previously 
approved reform amendments during their 
1961 sessions. 

The Colorado amendment will go before 
the voters in November, 1962, and, if passed, 
would take effect in January, 1965. Abolishing 
the justice of the peace courts, the amendment 
would establish a three rather than four level 
court system, consisting of the Supreme Court, 
the district courts—trial courts of general juris- 
diction—and county courts, whose jurisdiction 
would be limited generally to that of the pres- 
ent justice courts. In addition, it would create 
a probate court and juvenile court in Denver. 

The rule-making power would be vested in 
the Supreme Court, although the legislature 
would prescribe simplified procedures for 
county courts. Flexibility would be provided 
by enabling district, juvenile, probate and 
qualified county judges to sit for each other, 
and by authorizing the legislature to increase 
from seven to nine the number of supreme 
court judges at the court’s request. 

To strengthen the judiciary the amendment 
would require judges in the supreme and dis- 
trict courts to be licensed to practice law for 
at least five years, and prohibits all but the 
county judges, whose qualifications would be 
set by the legislature, from practicing law 
while in office. 

Climaxing three years of study and surveys 


conducted by the Legislative Council Commit- 
tee on Administration of Justice, in coopera- 
tion with the Colorado Bar Association, pub- 
lic meetings for judges, attorneys and other 
interested citizens were held on the western 
(continued on page 78) 


Dethmers Elected Chairman 


of Society's Board of Directors 

Chief Justice John R. Dethmers of the 
Supreme Court of Michigan was elected chair- 
man of the board of the American Judicature 
Society at its annual meeting in St. Louis on 
August 9. He succeeds Bernard G. Segal, Phil- 
adelphia, who had held the office since 1958. 

Chief Judge John D. Biggs, Jr., of the 
United States Court of Appeals of the Third 
Circuit, was elected vice president succeeding 
Dean Erwin N. Griswold of Harvard Law 
School. 

President Cecil E. Burney of Corpus Christi, 
Texas, was reelected, as were Vice-Presidents 
James C. Dezendorf of Portland, Oregon, 
Edgar N. Eisenhower of Tacoma, Washington, 
Benton E. Gates of Columbia City, Indiana, 
U. S. Circuit Judge Sterry R. Waterman of 
St. Johnsbury, Vermont, and Executive Direc- 
tor Glenn R. Winters of Chicago. 

A capacity crowd heard Solicitor General 
Archibald Cox discuss ‘‘The Nature of 
Supreme Court Litigation.” Deputy Attorney 
General Byron R. White, originally announced 
as the main speaker, was unable to attend the 
meeting. 
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Send Judicial Amendment To V oters 


(continued from page 77) 


and eastern slopes, in the southern and north- 
eastern parts of the state as well as in the San 
Luis Valley area prior to the submission of 
the amendment to the legislature. A prelimi- 
nary court reform amendment, submitted and 
defeated in an earlier session of the legislature, 
helped the sponsoring organizations determine 
the sentiments and opinions of interested 
groups throughout the state. 

Plans are under way for a well organized 
public campaign under the leadership of a 
Citizens Committee for Modern Courts, so that 
passage of the amendment can be added to 
other improvements in Colorado, which re- 
cently have included creation of the office of 
judicial administrator (June, 1959, Journal, p. 
24) and a successful attack on the backlog of 
the supreme court (June, 1961, Journal, p. 19). 

Described more fully in previous issues of 
the Journal, the Illinois amendment would 
have judges run for reelection to office on the 
basis of their record without opposition as well 
as provide a unified circuit court system 
(August, 1961, p. 25). The Iowa proposal 
would establish a nonpartisan selection and 
tenure plan for supreme and district court 
judges (March, 1961, p. 197) as would the 
Nebraska amendment (May, 1961, p. 237); the 
New York proposal would establish a unified 
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court system for New York City, a family 
court and broader administrative functions for 
the Judicial Conference (February, 1961, p. 
185); and the North Carolina amendment 
would replace the existing inferior courts with 
a uniform district court system (May, 1961, 
p- 237). 

News about campaign efforts in these states 
will be reported in subsequent issues of the 
Journal. 


Participation in the new Joint Committee 
for the Effective Administration of Justice 
heads the action program of the American Bar 
Association for 1961-62, as outlined by John 
C. Satterfield, newly elected president, at the 
association’s annual meeting last month. The 
Joint Committee, also sponsored by the Amer- 
ican Judicature Society, has been established 
to coordinate and implement national, state 
and local efforts to bring about needed judi- 
cial reforms and is under the leadership of 
Tom C. Clark, associate justice of the United 
States Supreme Court. Albert E. Jenner, Jr., 
Chicago, immediate past president of the So- 
ciety is vice-chairman. Cecil E. Burney, Corpus 
Christi, Texas, president of the Society and 
Glenn R. Winters, its executive director, are 
also members of the joint committee and chair- 
men of the finance and public information 
committees respectively. 

Other goals of the A.B.A.’s action program 
include continuation of the traffic court pro- 
gram and the lawyer referral and legal aid 
and defender service, establishment of clients’ 
security funds, publication of lawyer’s hand- 
book on all phases of the practice of law; 
continuation of the world peace through law 
program; carrying forward a program to en- 
courage adult education on the strategy and 
tactics of communism; and establishment of 
an exchange of seminars for lawyers between 
the United States and Latin American repub- 
lics as well as an accelerated exchange of law 
students. 


Assisting in the planning of a series of 
workshop conferences on court administra- 
tion for Puerto Rican judges, Glenn R. Win- 
ters, executive director of the American Judi- 
cature Society, at the invitation of Chief 
Justice Luis Negrén Fernandez of the Supreme 
Court of Puerto Rico, spent a week last month 
in San Juan. 
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September, 1961 


Henry R. Luce, editor-in-chief of Time, 
Life and Fortune magazines was the principal 
speaker at the annual dinner in honor of the 
judiciary in St. Louis on Monday, August 7. 
The Right Honorable Lord Evershed, master 
of the rolls of England, brought greetings from 
abroad to the chief justices and associate jus- 
tices of state supreme courts and chief judges 
of the federal courts of appeal who were guests 
of the Section of Judicial Administration of 
the American Bar Association. 

The Honorable Philbrick McCoy, judge of 
the Superior Court of Los Angeles, chairman 
of the Section, presided and introduced Jus- 
tices Tom C, Clark and Charles E. Whittaker 
of the Supreme Court of the United States 
along with other honored guests. Chief Judge 
Joe Ewing Estes, U.S. District Court for the 
Northern District of Texas, a member of the 
Joint Committee for the Effective Administra- 
tion of Justice, took office as the new chairman 
of the Section. 


Trial judge problems will be the central 
theme of the first pilot project of the new 
Joint Committee for the Effective Administra- 
tion of Justice (August, 1961, Journal, p. 46) 
to be held during the annual meeting of the 
Judicial Conference of Michigan, September 
26-28, at Dearborn, Michigan. It is anticipated 
that this project will provide valuable experi- 
ence in developing future programs to assist 
judges in acquiring additional skills and tech- 
niques of trial court administration and ad- 
judication. 

The program will use rotating panel discus- 
sion groups similar to those developed during 
the first National Conference on Judicial Selec- 
tion and Court Administration sponsored by 
the American Judicature Society, the Ameri- 
can Bar Association and the Institute of Judi- 
cial Administration (December, 1959, Journal, 
p- 114). The panel discussions will be aug- 
mented by advance study materials, distin- 
guished speakers and summary reports and 
findings. 


A thorough overhaul of the Illinois crim- 
inal code was approved by the 1961 legisla- 
ture. Completed after five years of work by a 
joint committee of the Illinois and Chicago 
Bar Associations, the new code is the first 
significant revision of the criminal statutes 
since 1874. One major change transfers the 
sentencing power in all criminal cases from 
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CITATIONS AND 
BIBLIOGRAPHY 
on 
THE INTEGRATED BAR 
in 
THE UNITED STATES 


The American Judicature Society an- 
nounces the availability of the first sub- 
stantially complete and readily accessible 
source of statutory and case citations on 
the integrated bar along with an exten- 
sive bibliography of writings on the sub- 
ject. 

A bound volume of 66 pages, this sur- 
vey contains 24 pages of statute, rules 
and case citations, 14 pages of historical 
and general bibliography, and 28 pages 
of annotated bibliography on the inte- 
grated bar in the individual states. 

Single copies are $1.00 each. Quanti- 
ties of 5 or more copies may be secured 
at substantially reduced prices. 

For further information, or to order 
your copy, write The American Judica- 
ture Society, 1155 East Sixtieth Street, 
Chicago 37, Illinois. 


the jury to the judge. The death penalty can 
be recommended by a jury; however, the judge 
would not be required to follow such a rec- 
ommendation. 

Other changes, such as reducing the num- 
ber of “states of minds” from 68 to 4 which 
the state may be required to prove in demon- 
strating criminal intent and removing a pro- 
hibition against the sale of cigarettes, were 
included. The new code puts the state’s crim- 
inal laws into logical order, clarifies terms and 
removes a large number of outmoded provi- 
sions. 


Delays of 25 months or more for per- 
sonal injury cases occurred in 11 state trial 
courts of general jurisdiction during 1961, 
according to the annual Calendar Status Styly 
recently released by the Institute of Judicial 
Administration. The circuit and superior 
courts of Cook County (Chicago), Illinois, led 
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the list with an average delay of 64.9 months. 
The list of courts in counties with a popula- 
tion of over 500,000 and delays over 25 months 
also included four in New York—the Supreme 
Courts of Nassau (Mineola), Westchester 
(White Plains), Suffolk (Riverhead) and 
Queens (Jamaica) Counties; two in Connecti- 
cut—the Superior Courts of Fairfield (Bridge- 
port) and Hartford Counties; two in Pennsyl- 
vania—the Courts of Common Pleas in Al- 
legheny (Pittsburgh) and Philadelphia Coun- 
ties; and the Court of Common Pleas of Cuy- 
ahoga County (Cleveland), Ohio. The study 
also revealed that among the courts surveyed 
13.3 months was the average time for a per- 
sonal injury case to reach jury trial after the 
parties were “at issue,” the time when the 
answer is filed. 


Over 1,500 of the judges who are mem- 
bers of the American Judicature Society have 
already received a complimentary copy of 
Handbook for Judges, edited by Honorable 
Donald K. Carroll, judge of the District Court 
of Appeal, First District of Florida. Published 
by the Society, this anthology of inspirational 
and other helpful writings for members of the 
judiciary was compiled by Judge Carroll after 
he found, as a new judge, that there was no 
single collection of thoughtful essays concern- 
ing the challenges to the judiciary, the essen- 
tial qualities necessary for becoming a judge 
or the ethical and spiritual aspects of judging. 

It is expected that bar associations and other 
interested groups and individuals may wish to 
present this anthology to other judges. 


To help relieve Arizona court congestion, 
court-appointed commissioners were given the 
power to hear and decide matters upon default 
or consent of the parties as well as certain 
cases involving such matters as divorce, gar- 
nishment, reciprocal support and probate un- 
der a supreme court rule which became effec- 
tive July 15. The rule gives the orders and 
judgments of the commissioners the same force 
as those of judges and thereby relieves judges 
for trials and other contested matters. The 
appointment of court commissioners by county 
presiding judges in areas designated by the 
state supreme court was authorized under the 
modern courts amendment passed in 1960 
(November, 1960, Journal, p. 117) and imple- 
mented by legislation passed in June. 
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1961 JUDICIAL SALARY INCREASES 


This preliminary and partial report on judi- 
cial salary increases in 14 states will be supple- 
mented with reports of increases in other states 
and information, omitted here, concerning effec- 
tive dates constitutional limitations and other re- 
strictions which will appear in the forthcoming 
revised edition of Judicial Salaries in the United 
States to be published before the end of the year 


by the American Judicature Society. 


State 


Arizona 
Supreme Ct. 
*Superior Cts. 

Idaho 
Supreme Ct. 
*District Cts. 

Iowa 
Supreme Ct. 
*District Cts. 

Kansas 
Supreme Ct. 

Chief J. 
Associates 
*District Cts. 

Missouri 
Supreme Ct. 
Cts. of Appeal 
*Circuit Cts. 


Montana 
Supreme Ct. 
*District Cts. 
Nevada 
Supreme Ct. 
*District Cts. 
New Hampshire 
Supreme Ct. 
Chief J. 
Associates 
*Superior Cts. 
Chief J. 
Associates 
New York 


Appellate Division 


North Carolina 
Supreme Ct. 
Chief J. 
Associates 
*Superior Cts. 
Oregon 
Supreme Ct. 
*Circuit Cts. 
South Carolina 
Supreme Ct. 
Chief J. 
Associates 
*Cireuit Cts. 
South Dakota 
Supreme Ct. 
*Circuit Cts. 
Utah 
Supreme Ct. 
*District Cts. 


Old 
Salary 


$15,000 


to 


12,500 


12,000 
10,500 


14,500 
12,500 


15,000 
14,000 
10,500 


18,500 
17,000 
12,000 
15,000 


11,500 
9,500 


18,000 
15,000 
15,500 
15,000 


15,500 
15,000 


31,500 


to 38,000 


16,500 
16,000 
12,000 


16,000 
13,000 


15,000 
14,000 
14,000 


11,000 
9,000 


12.000 
10,000 


to 


to 


*Trial Courts of General Jurisdiction. 


New 
Salary 


$19,500 
17,500 


13,500 
12,000 


16,000 
14,000 


17,500 
16,500 
12,000 


22,500 
21,000 
16,000 
19,000 


12,700 
10,700 


20,000 
17,500 


16,500 
16,000 


16,500 
16,000 


32,500 
39,000 


20,000 
19,900 
14,500 


19,000 
16,500 


19,000 
18,000 
15,500 


14,000 
12,000 


13,200 
11,000 
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